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toward Howard was that her protector was as helpless as she..engine, swings north, drives maybe twenty feet deeper into the desert, and brakes to a halt, facing toward."At
least I didn't catch you playing with yourself. Let's get out of here."."It came in about fifteen minutes ago," the waiter said. He shook his head sadly. "Bad news. There's been
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a shooting down there . . . in Franklin somewhere. At least one dead---one of our soldiers, I think. It was at some place called The Two Moons."."Then you'd have all the
justification you need to crack down hard, wouldn't you," Kalens answered..The aircraft touched down softly, and a pair of double doors slid open halfway along the side
nearest to the reception party. A tall, burly, red-bearded Chironian wearing a dark parka with a thick belt buckled over it jumped out, followed by another, similarly clad but
more slender and catlike. More figures became visible inside when the cabin light came on. Laid out neatly along the floor behind them were two rows of plastic' bundles the
size of sleeping bags.."Exactly what I was thinking," Wellesley commented, nodding. "And you have to remember that our own people are starting to get restless up here
now that their fears have receded. After twenty years, we can't keep them cooped up in the Mayflower II much longer without any obvious reason. They've got
accommodations prepared by the space-base at Franklin. I'm inclined to say we should start moving the first batches down. For all we know, the Chironian government may
have gone into hiding because they're nervous about our intentions. It might be a good way of enticing them to come out again."."He's a broad-spectrum,
three-hundred-sixty-degree, inside-out, all-the-way-around, perfect, true, and.Micky scrubbed at her knees with the palms of her hands, rubbing off the prickly blades of
dead grass.And Micky said to Leilani, "Did he kill your brother, Lukipela?".pendent salty jewels quivered on her lashes, and fresh tears shimmered in her brown eyes..The
discussion continued for a while longer without making any further headway, but Kalens seemed more thoughtful and less insistent. Eventually the others left, and Fulmire
sat for a long time staring with a troubled expression at his desk. At last he activated the terminal by his chair, which he had switched off earlier in response to Kalens's
request for "one or two informal opinions that I would rather not be committed to record.".He stopped for a moment to stare out through the window while he collected his
thoughts. Then he wheeled back to look first at Jean and then at Bernard, who was listening from the sofa below the wall screen. "Anyway I know a lot of people think the
way Jean does, but we could still get anti-Chironian reactions from many elements. That's what worries me. But if we set up a liberal civil administration here now, while the
opportunity presents itself, I think there's a good chance that Wellesley might accept it as a fait accompli, even if he does declare an emergency, and go along with us when
he recognizes the inevitable- which I suspect he might be beginning to do already. That would give everybody a new tomorrow to wake up to, and they'd soon forget this
whole business. But there isn't much time. That's why I skipped the meeting. Now you two can help, pretty much in the ways we've discussed. What I'd like you to do first
is-" The call tone from Lechat's compad interrupted. He looked down Instinctively at the breast pocket of his jacket. "Excuse me for a moment.".Bernard nodded and
seemed relieved, but his expression was still far from happy as he turned toward Kath, who had moved away from the others, and was watching curiously. Bernard seemed
to want to say something that he didn't know how to begin..either. Yet..packs of hunting theropods had eons ago circled too close to the treacherous bogs that swallowed
them.ON THIS, THE eve of the last Christmas that we shall be celebrating together before our journey ends, I have chosen as the subject of my seasonal message to you
the passage which begins, 'Suffer little children to come unto me' The voice of the Mission's presiding bishop floated serenely down from the loudspeakers around the
Texas Bowl to the congregation of ten thousand listening solemnly from the terraces. The green' rectangle of the arena below was filled by contingents from the crew and
the military units standing resplendent and unmoving in full dress uniform at one end; schoolchildren in neat, orderly blocks of freshly laundered and pressed jackets of
brown and blue in the center; and, facing them from the far end on the other side of the raised platform from Which the bishop was speaking, the ascending tiers of benches
that held the VIPs in their dark suits, pastel coats, and bemedaled tunics. The voice continued. 'The words are appropriate, for we are indeed about to meet ones whom we
must recognize and accept as children in spirit, if not in all cases in body and mind ..".Curtis, he examines his face in the mirror..She had been drunk only once since
moving in with Geneva a week ago. In fact she'd gotten through.This time, Micky resisted being charmed. "That's not funny, Leilani.".Micky had figured to let the girl wind
down, hut the longer that Leilani circled the subject of her brother's.hauling ice cream or meat, cheese or frozen dinners, flatbeds laden with concrete pipe and construction
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