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truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head)] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, | am he who hath
sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is
pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, '‘God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife
and wronged me!" But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the
guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".Then they agreed upon a
device between them, to wit, that they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik
Shah and that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and
sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of him.
Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he
had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard

this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should do..Still by your ruined camp a dweller | abide, ii. 209..Fair patience use, for ease

indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was
gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and | are like unto the hawk and the locust.' ‘What was their
case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of
such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of
meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we came to the door of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she
opened the door, whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon with four
estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome and fair welcome! Great honour
hath betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have | nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my
Maker, my voice in praise | rear..Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..Her verses pleased the kings of the Jinn and they said, ‘By Allah, thou sayst
sooth!" Then she rose to her feet, with the lute in her hand, and played and sang, whilst the Jinn and the Sheikh Aboultawaif danced. Then the latter came up to her and
gave her a carbuncle he had taken from the hidden treasure of Japhet, son of Noah (on whom be peace), and which was worth the kingdom of the world; its light was as the
light of the sun and he said to her, 'Take this and glorify thyself withal over (233) the people of the world." She kissed his hand and rejoiced in the jewel and said, '‘By Allah,
this beseemeth none but the Commander of the Faithful.".As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was
sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men
of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and
requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the
head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need
to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This
is my slave-girl, whom | have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..When it was
the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there
was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants
two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance
was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, “the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste
bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All
this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou
desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, | know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose
and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, ‘In the name of God, don these, O my lady
Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he
himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, | have
brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where," asked Er Reshed, 'is this
Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, "Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last.
Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.".There was
once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they
were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and
exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly
instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every
goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he

might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the
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letter, King llan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and
she went in to King llan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in
envy and despite and said, ‘An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should
practise..86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.1. The Merchant and the Genie i.Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became
as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of
his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the
following verses:.?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of
the Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but betook himself to the
road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with
them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days,
tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the
reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam.
(160).'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought
him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this
man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for | mean to slay
thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered,
"l will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and | will slay thee [to boot]."
And the traveller said, "Take it.".When | came forth, | swooned away: so | sat down till my trouble subsided; then | made for my comrades and said to them, "I have found
the booty and the thief, and | affrighted him not neither troubled him, lest he should flee; but now, come, let us go to him, so we may make shift to lay hold upon him." Then |
took them and repaired to the keeper of the garden, who had tortured me with beating, meaning to make him taste the like of that which he had done with me and lie against
him and cause him eat stick. So we rushed into the water-wheel and seizing the keeper, pinioned him..When the night was half spent, | arose [and went forth the tent] to do
an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till | fell on my back into a
deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on
me, for that wherein | was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So | laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when
| was halfway up, | pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she and | and the dog..?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE
COOK..Then the Khalif went in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that | see the Commander of the Faithful
changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole heart; but
she loveth other than | and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore | have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for
other than I, | will assuredly take a span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the Faithful favour me with her presence, so | may look on her
and hear her singing.” So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to
her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.God knows | ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..? ? ? ? ? Yet, if with him
forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, | have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said,
'l beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so | may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and be reunited with my
lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains
embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She
opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and
jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the
understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit..So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh,
'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that
is my father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion.
Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the
comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed | cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder
Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed | am fearful of him." Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, '‘By Allah, O my
lady, | cannot fill my eye with them!" (200) Then said her father Es Shisban to her, "What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two]
and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth!
With peace | do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell
that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess,
whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself
lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his

servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, | seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of
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vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and
paper and wrote the following verses:.12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Behold, | am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment
of honour of ultramarine..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..Now the magistrate knew of the theft of the pearls; so he bade clap the merchant in prison.
Accordingly they imprisoned him and flogged him, and he abode in the prison a whole year, till, by the ordinance of God the Most High, the Master of Police arrested one of
the divers aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where the merchant lay. He saw the latter and knowing him, questioned him of his case; whereupon he told them his
story and that which had befallen him, and the diver marvelled at the sorriness of his luck. So, when he came forth of the prison, he acquainted the Sultan with the
merchant's case and told him that it was he who had given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring him forth of the prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon he told
him all that had befallen him and the Sultan pitied him and assigned him a lodging in his own palace, together with an allowance for his living..? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son
who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end
of the day, when he gave [those who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs
came to him and calling down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the
pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in
his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, | am in truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade,
(30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and said to
her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is
thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round of them all], when
he rose from that place and removed to the wine-chamber..When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of water and victual and a
saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired
to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter
fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and
her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house. The young
man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..When the cook heard this, he said in
himself, ‘It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, | will let him live, and if he prove a liar, | will slay him.' So
he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of
what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So
Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his
fill..Then he turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her
husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian had
practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies
hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy
husband did and what came of his affair?' ‘Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'l have no knowledge of him, save that | leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and
never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his
head, whilst his eyes brimmed over with tears at her story..Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the
master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to
such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them
about all the city and banish them to a place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of
whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and
answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden him..Marriage to the Poor
Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136..118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.Then
Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose
from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter
knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he
knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him
and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, | will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of
her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him
[what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they
occupied not themselves with me, but said, ‘Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them,
and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and |
accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he

caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just
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brought in and whose throat they were about to cut.."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that | am a maiden oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith
to me, ‘Thou art foul of favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from them.'
Now he is a rich man, having wealth galore, [and saith not on this wise but] because he is a niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is loath to marry
me,] lest he be put to somewhat of charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and he is a man puissant in his time and lacking nothing of
the goods of the world." "Who is thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme Court, under
whose hand are all the Cadis who administer justice in this city.".Then | took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him],
kissed his hands and laid the whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and
entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' | kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O
my lord, | myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a
throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right
hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a
span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him
proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of
the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall
die! And again | say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment
(215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for
themselves.".Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes
upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught | know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!'
Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'l am a
stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'l am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he
to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going
about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and
well, though she saw him not..An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have | forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine

eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..? ? ? ? ? | am a man in whom good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of every upright man should with his speech agree..143.
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