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man with a plan, focused, committed, ready to act and then think, as soon as he was able to act. A spasm of pain weakened his hand. Cartridges slipped through his
fingers, fell to the floor..Glancing at her in the rearview mirror, the driver said, "Pretty exhilarating, huh? Your first big show?".Admittedly, she had allowed herself to be
disturbed by the fall of the cards, too. According them any credibility at all opened the door to full belief..At Thanksgiving dinner, again at the three tables set end to end, in
the year of the triple zero, Mary Lampion, now fourteen years old, made an interesting announcement over the pumpkin pie. In her travels where none but she could go,
after seven fascinating years of exploring a fraction of all the infinite worlds, she said she sensed beyond doubt that, as Barty's mother had told him on her deathbed, there
is one special place beyond all the ways things are, one shining place.."Yes," she admitted, her face still close to his, "I'm afraid. But Dr. Chan is a fine surgeon, and this is a
very fine hospital.".By the time his ferocious in-laws had finished with him, Junior would have won the sympathy of Knacker, Hisscus, Nork, and everyone else who might
have harbored doubts about his role in Naomi's demise. Perhaps even Thomas Vanadium would find his suspicion worn away..He slept outdoors rarely and otherwise
stayed in inexpensive motels, boardinghouses, and YMCAs..AS GREASY WITH FEAR sweat as a pig on a slaughterhouse ramp, Junior woke from a nightmare that he

The Button Box.pdf
Page 2/5

could not remember. Something *is reaching for him-that's all he could recall, hands clutching at him out of the dark-and then he was awake, wheezing. Night still pressed
at the glass beyond the venetian blind. The pharmacy lamp in the comer was aglow, but the chair that had been beside it was no longer there. It had been moved closer to
Junior's bed..The night seemed to be longer than a Martian month. Agnes dozed, fitfully, waking more than once, sweaty and shaking, from a dream in which her son was
taken from her in pieces: first his eyes, then his hands, then his ears, his legs.....The coin stopped turning, pinched flat between the knuckles of the cops middle and ring
fingers. He retrieved a box of Kleenex from the nightstand and offered it to his suspect. "Here.".When the highway passed through a sunless ravine, he had broken into a
sour sweat at the sight of the bloody pulsing reflections of the revolving rooftop beacons on the bracketing cut-shale walls. Now and then, the siren shrieked to clear traffic
ahead, and he felt the urge to scream with it, to let loose a wail of terror and anguish and confusion and loss..If they were suspicious of him, they showed no obvious alarm.
The three went inside in no particular rush, and judging by their demeanor, Junior decided that they hadn't spotted him, after all..As a homicide detective, Vanadium had a
career-spanning ninety eight percent closure-and-conviction record on the cases he handled. Once convinced he had found the guilty party, he didn't rely solely on solid
police work. He augmented the usual investigative procedures and techniques with his own brand of psychological warfare-sometimes subtle, sometimes not-which
frequently encouraged the perpetrator to make mistakes that convicted him..Spruce Hills, but also those in the entire county, maybe seventy or eighty thousand..If this
insurance payoff was not mere coincidence, if it was the wealth that had been foretold, then how far behind the fortune did the knave travel? Years? Months? Days?.On the
drive home, Junior dropped the knife down a storm drain in Larkspur. He tossed the gloves in a Dumpster in Corte Madera.."Ordinarily, I'd recommend that you apply hot
compresses every two hours to relieve discomfort and to hasten drainage, and I'd send you home with a prescription for an antibiotic.".If Cain had been attracted to one
woman by her looks, surely he would be attracted to the other. And perhaps the sisters shared a quality other than beauty that drew Cain with even greater power.
Innocence, perhaps, or goodness: both foods for a demon..Vanadium's vehicle, obviously not an official police sedan, was a blue 1961 Studebaker Lark Regal. A dumpy
and inelegant car, it looked as though it had been designed specifically to complement the stocky detective's physique..He remembered standing in the cemetery, downhill
from Seraphim's grave-although at the time he'd known only that it was a Negro being buried, not that it was his former lover-and thinking that the rains would over time
carry the juices of the decomposing Negro corpse into the lower grave that contained Naomi's remains. Had that been a half-psychic moment on his part, a dim awareness
that another and far more dangerous connection between dead Naomi and dead Seraphim had already been formed?.Celestina screamed-"Here! In here!"--as she slapped
the magazine into the butt of the pistol..Celestina slammed the door, pressed the lock button in the knob, shoved-rocked-muscled the dresser in front of the door,
astonished by her own strength, and heard Angel speaking into the phone: "Mommy's moving furniture.".The family didn't exist in anticipation of developments with Barty
and Angel, didn't put the pair at the center of their world. Instead, they did the good work, shared the satisfactions that came daily with being part of Pie Lady Services, and
got on with life..II. Otter.Olive complexion, no less smooth than the skin of a calamata. Eyes as lustrous as pools shimmering with a reflection of eternity and stars..The odds
against drawing a jack of spades four times in a row out of four combined and randomly shuffled decks were forbidding. Jacob didn't have the knowledge necessary to
calculate those odds, but he knew they were astronomical..EVERY MOTHER BELIEVES that her baby is breathtakingly beautiful. She will remain unshakably convinced of
this even if she lives to be a centenarian and her child has been harrowed by eight hard decades of gravity and experience..Celestina turned in her seat to look back at
Wally and Angel, who were waving. "I guess I am.".As Barty ascended higher, Agnes's fear became purer, but at the same time, she was filled with a wonderful, irrational
exhilaration. That this could be accomplished, that the darkness could be overcome, struck music from the harpstrings of the soul. From time to time, the boy paused,
perhaps to rest or to mull over the three-dimensional map in his incredible mind, and every time that he started upward again, he put his hands in exactly the right place,
whereupon Agnes would speak a silent inner yes! Her heart was with Barty high in the tree, her heart in his, as he had been with her, safe inside her womb, on the rainy
twilight that she had ridden the spinning, tumbling car to widowhood..In time, his hand tightened feebly on hers. And a while after that hopeful sign, his eyelids fluttered,
opened..Tom plucked the quarter off the glass, folded it into his right fist, and then at once opened his hand, which was now empty.."If I ever get there, I'll be back," she
promised the gathered family. "Imagine how much we'll have to talk about. Maybe I'll even get some new pie recipes from Over There.".Zedd endorses self-pity, but only if
you learn to use it as a springboard to anger, because anger-like hatred--can be a healthy emotion when properly channeled. Anger can motivate you to heights of
achievement you otherwise would never know, even just the simple furious determination to prove wrong the bastards who mocked you, to rub their faces in the fact of your
success. Anger and hatred have driven all great political leaders, from Hider to Stalin to Mao, who wrote their names indelibly across the face of history, and who
were-each, in his own way-eaten with self-pity when young..of Zedd constituted the most thoughtful, most rewarding, most reliable guide to life to be found anywhere. When
Junior was Confused or troubled, he turned to Caesar Zedd and never failed to find enlightenment, guidance. When he was happy, he found in Zedd the welcome
reassurance that it was all right to be successful and to love oneself.The need for relief was tremendous, inexpressible, and the urge to urinate was irresistible, and yet he
could not let go. For more than eighteen hours, his natural urinary process had been overridden by concentrative meditation. Now the golden vault was locked tight. Every
time that he strained for release, a new and more hideous cramp savaged him. He felt as if Lake Mead filled his distended bladder, while Boulder Dam had been erected in
his urethra..BARTY TODDLED, Barty walked, and ultimately Barty carried a pie for his mother on one of her delivery days, wary of his balance and solemn with
responsibility..Shaking her head, Celestina said, "I can only pay for a studio apartment, something small."."Sometimes it's sad here, Mommy. But it's not sad every place
you are. Lots of places, Daddy's with you and me, and we're happier, and everything's okay.".unwittingly oversell any strong reaction, striking a false note and raising
suspicions..He'd never had a chance to read this to Perri or to benefit from her opinion. Now, as he scanned the lines of his calligraphic handwriting, his words seemed
foolish, inappropriate, confused..Lipscomb shifted his gaze from the street below to the source of the rain. "Phimie was not gone long, perhaps a minute-a minute and ten
seconds at most-and when she was with us again, it was clear from her condition that the cardiac arrest was most likely secondary to a massive cerebral incident. She was
disoriented, paralysis on the right side ... with the distortion of the facial muscles that you saw. Her speech was slurred at first, but then something strange happened. .
.."Maybe it's not where the heart is," Wally corrected himself. "Maybe it's where the buffalo roam.".In his entire life, Junior had never suffered this much pain without first
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having killed someone. Reluctant to depart until certain that his student was out of danger physically, emotionally, and mentally, Bob Chicane stayed until three thirty. When
he left, he broke some bad news to Junior: "I can't keep you on my student list, man. I'm sorry, but you're way too intense for me. Way too intense. Everything you do. All
the women you run through, this whole art thing, whatever all those phone books are about-now even meditation. Way too intense for me, too obsessive. Sorry. Have a
good life, man.".The modulated electronic brrrrr was similar to the sound of the telephone in Vanadium's cramped study, on Sunday night. Junior was transported back to
that place, that moment in time..By ones and twos, the festive crowd eventually deconstructed, but for Celestina, an excitement lingered in the usual gallery hush that rebuilt
in their wake.."I get frustrated," he admitted. "Trying to learn how to do things in the dark ... I get peed off, as they say."."God bless us, every one," Agnes repeated with all
her extended family, and after a sip of the wine, she made an excuse to check on something in the kitchen, where she pressed hot tears into a cool, slightly damp dishtowel
to prevent the telltale swelling of her eyes..She got out of the cab and stood on the sidewalk in front of the gallery, her legs as shaky as those of a newborn colt..When
Agnes had asked him to deliver the pies, before she had set out with Joey for the hospital the previous day, Edom had wanted to beg off, but he had agreed without
hesitation. He was prepared to suffer every viciousness that nature could throw at him in this life, but he could not endure seeing disappointment in his sister's eyes..No time
for horror, disgust. Every second mattered now, and every minute might cost another life..Dinner was available in the lounge. Junior enjoyed a superb filet mignon with a
split of fine Cabernet Sauvignon..Memory of the Spartan decor of Thomas Vanadium's house lingered with Junior, and he addressed his living space with the detective's
style in mind. He installed a minimum of furniture, though all new and of higher quality than the junk in Vanadium's residence: sleek, modem, Danish-pecan wood and nappy
oatmeal-colored upholstery..With the second shot, the dead woman tumbled out of her chair, and the chair clattered onto its side..Commodified fantasy takes no risks: it
invents nothing, but imitates and trivializes. It proceeds by depriving the old stories of their intellectual and ethical complexity, turning their action to violence, their actors to
dolls, and their truth- telling to sentimental platitude. Heroes brandish their swords, lasers, wands, as mechanically as combine harvesters, reaping profits. Profoundly
disturbing moral choices are sanitized, made cute, made safe. The passionately conceived ideas of the great story-tellers are copied, stereotyped, reduced to toys, molded
in bright-colored plastic, advertised, sold, broken, junked, replaceable, interchangeable..Junior hadn't noticed when the detective stopped turning the coin across his
knuckles..The man's voice echoed hollowly in Junior's ears, as if coming from the far end of a tunnel. Or from the terminus of a death-row hallway, on the long walk between
the last meal and the execution chamber.."Bullpoop might not be what they say, but it's the worst that we say. And in fact, in this house, bulldoody is preferred.".Nothing in
life was risk free, so he hesitated only a moment: at the foot of the porch steps before climbing them and knocking on the door..The detective gazed at the cash as longingly
as a glutton might stare at a custard pie, as intensely as a satyr might ogle a naked blonde. "Impossible. Too damn much integrity in their system. You might as well ask me
to go to Buckingham Palace and fetch you a pair of the queen's undies.".Incredibly, the thief left behind the most valuable items: the collection of hardcover first editions of
Caesar Zedd's complete body of work. The box stood open, its contents having been explored in haste, but not a single volume was missing..He remembered the collection
of Caesar Zedd self-help drivel that had occupied a place of honor in the wife killer's former home in Spruce Hills. Cain owned a hardcover and a paperback of each of
Zedd's works. The more expensive editions had been pristine, as though they were handled only with gloves; but the text in the paperbacks had been heavily underlined,
and the corners of numerous pages had been bent to mark favorite passages..64 just a little bit ago," the girl said. "I was sitting on the porch, having a Popsicle, and I just
figured it out.".She was not yet twenty-one, and he was at least twice her age, but he leaned like a small child against her, and like a mother she comforted him..Celestina,
the battering Baptist, back in action, came at him again. With one leg broken, another cracked, and the stretcher bar splintered, the chair wasn't as formidable a weapon as
it had been. She swung it, Junior dodged, she struck at him again, he juked, and she reeled away from him, gasping..He'd listened to the message and thought it
incomprehensible, of no import. Suddenly, tardy intuition told him that it could not have been any more important to him if it had been dead Naomi calling from beyond the
grave to leave testimony for the detective..Missing windshield. Considering that the space was pinched by the crumpled roof, however, and in light of Agnes's pregnancy
and imminent second-stage labor, the severe contortions involved in this extraction would be too dangerous..She slept for a while, waking to a prayer spoken softly but
fervently in Spanish..She thought that she already knew all about humility, about the necessity of it, about the power of it to bring peace of mind and to heal the heart, but in
the following few minutes, she learned more about humility than she had ever known before.."It was in your heart, too, and anything that's in your heart is there for anyone
to see. Will your father marry us?".The enormous canopy of the oak didn't shelter the lawn beneath it. The leaves spooned the rain from the air, measuring it by the ounce,
releasing it in thick drizzles instead of drop by drop.."I don't have to graduate in the spring of next year. I can take fewer classes, graduate the spring after. That's no big
deal.".The sleeves of the pajama top were pushed up, revealing more of the disease's vicious work. The muscles of her useless left arm had atrophied; the once graceful
hand curled in upon itself, as though holding an invisible object, perhaps the hope she never abandoned..For a spirit, the maniac lawman appeared disturbingly solid. He
wore a tweed sports jacket and slacks that, as far as Junior could tell, were the same clothes he'd worn on the night he died. Apparently, even the ghosts of Sklent's
atheistic spiritual world were stuck for eternity in the clothes in which they had perished..In answer, Wally came running with his heavy medical bag, as he was vow doctor
to some people on the pie route. "The weather's a lot better than I expected, so I went back to change into lighter clothes.".The crazy bitch wielded it with such ferocity that
the force of the impact with the floor, rebounding upon her, must have numbed her arms. She stumbled backward, dragging the chair, temporarily unable to lift it..Already
another contraction racked her, so intense that the pain was not limited to her lower back and abdomen, but seared the length of her sphic, like an electric current leaping
vertebra to vertebra. Her breath pinched in her chest as though her lungs had collapsed..He got behind the wheel of the Studebaker, started the engine, did a hard
180-degree turn, using more lawn than driveway, and cried out in terror when Vanadium moved noisily in the backseat..With his refreshed drink, studying Celestina's
photograph in the brochure, Junior returned to the living room. She was as stunning as her sister, but unlike her poor sister, she wasn't dead and was, therefore, an
appealing prospect for romance. From her, he must learn whatever she knew that might help him in the Bartholomew hunt, without alerting her to his motive. At the same
time, there was no reason that they couldn't have a fling, a love affair, even a serious future together..The mummified moon had unwound itself from its rags of embalming
clouds. Its pocked face glowered in full brightness on the spreading branches of the pine, on the yard, and on the graveled driveway..Angel didn't join the grieving women,
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but sat on the floor in front of the television, switching back and forth between Gunsmoke and The Monkees. Too young to be genuinely involved in either show,
nevertheless she occasionally made gunfire sounds when Marshal Dillon went into battle or invented her own lyrics to sing along with the Monkees..He snatched up the
wine list before she could look at it. "If you're paying, then I'm ordering whatever costs the most, regardless of what it tastes like."."I already told you-anything in your heart is
as easy to read as the open page of a book."
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