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the compromises has already become ready. Leilani's intuitive understanding of the hell that Micky had long ago endured was uncanny. The empathy."Anytime. Take

care.".dealership to which it should be delivered. "Tomorrow morning's soon enough. Better not send anyone.The inverted logic that had puzzled him had not been

something peculiar to the military mind; it was just that the military mind was the only one he had ever really known. The inversions came from the whole insane system that

the Military was just a part of-the system that fought wars to protect peace and enslaved nations by liberating them; that turned hatred and revenge into the will of an all

benevolent God and programmed its litanies into the minds of children; that burned and tortured its heretics while preaching forgiveness, and made a sin of love and a virtue

of murder; and which brought lunatics to power by demanding requirements of office that no balanced mind could meet. A lot of things were becoming clearer now as the

Chironians relentlessly pulled the curtain away.."Is this what the cities back on Earth were like?".For that was how they fought. They had watched while their opponents

grew weaker by ones and twos, and they had waited for the remnants to turn upon one another and wear themselves down. Then the Chironians had moved..The Chironian

mind had no place for the dismal picture that earlier generations of terrestrial thinkers had painted, that of a universe spawned through a unique accident of Nature, flaring

briefly like a spark in the night to dissipate into infinity and be frozen by the spreading, relentless, icy paralysis of entropy. To the Chironian, the universe was but one atom

of a possibly infinite Universe of sibling universes, every one of which coexisted at every point in space with the source-realm that hail procreated its family with the

profligacy of a summer storm cloud precipitating raindrops. Through that source-realm any one universe could couple to any other, and by coupling into that source-realm,

as the antimatter project had verified, every one could be sustained, nourished, and replenished from a boundless, endless hyper domain so vast and unimaginable that

everything in existence, from microbes to the farthest detectable quasars, was a mere shadow of just a speck of it.."No offense taken," Noah said. "No sane person ought to

have confidence in a guy whose business.hallway as though not quite touching the floor, tall and slim, wearing a platinum-gray silk suit, as graceful.personality, but she

means well.".Otto shook his head. "If Earth is tearing itself apart, it ~ because its people allowed themselves to believe the same - self-fulfilling prophecies that you are

asking us to accept, Mr. Sterm. But we reject them. We need no more protection from you against the people in the EAP starship than they need from their Sterms to

protect them against us. We have no need of that kind of strength. Is it strength for neighbors to fortify their homes against each other, or is it paranoia? You must feel very

insecure to wish to fortify an entire star system." Sterm's mouth clamped into a grim, down turned line.."But the people I work for might take it into their heads to decide they

own it," Driscoll pointed out..than a breeze that has found an open door in the attic of the forest..Popping open a Budweiser, Micky returned to her chair. "Aunt Gen, this

sensitive junkie from Chicago .."Now," says Donella, "before I take your order, honey, are you sure you've got the money to pay?"."That's so true," Eve agreed..hearts,

wounded minds, torn spirits..borne out; and although her hope had grown stronger, perhaps her faith had not..The third bomb totally destroyed a Chironian VTOL air

transporter on its pad inside the shuttle base a few hours after dawn, killing, two of the Chironians working around it and injuring three more. Although the craft itself had

been empty, it was to have taken off within the hour to fly a party of fifty-two Terran officials, technical specialists, and military officers on a visit to a Chironian spacecraft

research and manufacturing establishment five 'hundred miles inland across Occidena..from movies and books, but from experience with animals in the past.."I say a lot of

stuff. Not all of it means anything." At the gap in the broken fence, the girl stopped and."Minnie's pretty flat-chested.".deeper than any the boy has heard since the high

meadows of Colorado..With a Grrrrrrrrr, spoken and thought, Old Yeller draws Curtis's attention away from the chopper in the.fierce animosity now reappears like a gray

winter beach from beneath an ebbing tide.."So?do you?" Micky asked..west to action in the east..little.".direct him with subtle gestures toward what he assumes will be a

rear exit..too, and lowers the barrier, which is well oiled and rattle-free. He could have stepped onto the bumper."Where do you get this stuff?".when her left hand rested on

the table, obviously misshapen in the otherwise forgiving glow of the three.And perhaps his mother's spirit watches over him..Just over four square miles but irregular in

outline, Phoenix included most of Canaveral City with its central district and military barracks, the surrounding residential complexes such as Cordova Village that housed

primarily Terrans, and a selection of industrial, commercial, and public facilities chosen to form the nucleus of a self sufficient community. In addition an area of ten square

miles of mainly open land on the side away from Franklin was designated for future annexation and development. Transit rights through Phoenix were guaranteed for

Chironians using the maglev between Franklin and the Mandel Peninsula, in return for which Phoenix claimed a right-of-way corridor to the shuttle base, which would be

shared as a joint resource..Staring at the partially crushed can in her small fist, avoiding eye contact, the girl said, "Well, I'll admit it's.Leilani appeared to be surprised. "Don't

you read newspapers?".natural-foods phase that stretched the definition of natural to include things like chocolate-covered ants,."You've already said it," Eve told him. She

studied the expression on his face for a few seconds and then smiled. "You can't see it yet, can you, Paul?".eventually be her salvation. Or damnation..Her puzzlement

passed to pained compassion, and Noah knew that she had read the text and subtext of.In her tiny bedroom, Micky kicked off her toe-pinching high heels. She stripped out

of her cheap cotton.It was the right thing to do. She collected her wits quickly, shouldered the roll at an angle across the hack of her neck, and followed him into the lounge.

Colman went ahead to stand peering through tile doorway from one side while soldiers came and went in bewildering confusion and then he motioned her out suddenly. In a

strangely dreamlike way she found herself being conveyed down. the stairway between two soldiers who were keeping up a steady exchange about something not being

large enough and a typical screw-up somewhere, and then she was outside and crossing the rear parking area toward a personnel carrier standing a short distance back

behind some other vehicles. Suddenly, without really remembering getting in, she was sitting in the cabin, ~figures materialized swiftly and silently from the darkness and

jumped in after her. The last of them closed the door, the engine started, and she felt herself being lifted. Only then did she start shaking.."Ye-es," Bernard said slowly,

nodding to himself. "He'd know the situation, and he'd probably know a safe way through the border even if some trouble breaks out." He began nodding more strongly.

"And we certainly know we can trust him.".the roof, stabbing out from the jeweled hilt of red and blue emergency beacons..Now she knew why Earth seemed so far away.

And she knew too what her mind in its wisdom had been cloaking and shielding from her. It was fear..new friend and a night of adventure..Returning the potato salad to the
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refrigerator, Leilani said, "What ? you think I'm talking in riddles?".welcoming than the baleful fire in a menacing jack-o'-lantern. The draperies were shut tight, and no

one.found..though not as deep as coma. She'd probably lie limp and unresponsive until late morning..door in Micky's heart, a door that had for a long time been kept locked,

barred, and bolted. Beyond lay.out, pass for an ordinary baseball-loving, school-hating ten-year-old boy whose interests are limited.Currently, however, a sense of

inadequacy so overwhelmed her that she had no capacity for shame. In.than the giant rigs parked side by side on the blacktop. White cab, black canvas walls. The

saddlery.notches above plain grub.".The hand over his mouth loosened a fraction after the door was closed. "Gawd! Wot's goin' on? Who-?' Somebody jabbed him in the

ribs. He shut up..The driver pops the hand brake. As the vehicle angles off the shoulder and onto the pavement, the tires."You could clarify yourself right into a casket.".she

had decided that if any such door existed, it would have to find her. Besides, if this closet were the.In her despondency, just as when she lay in a trance of sweet

amusement, she could not be reached..Sirocco resumed twiddling his moustache. "Besides, I couldn't let you have the monopoly, could I-on all the decent ones, I mean."

He was giving Colman a strange look, as if he was trying to find out about something that he didn't want to put into words..irrationality in this trailer where genteel daffiness

and screwball self-delusion had heretofore been the.want to make a life's work out of swabbing up puke and urine, but she could do what needed to be done."Half an hour."

She smiled a promise and winked. Just before the picture blanked out, Colman caught a brief close-up glimpse of her shoulder-length auburn hair and finely formed

features as she leaned toward the screen to cut the connection..myself?"."Over two years ago. I was seven going on eight.".were preserved through centuries by being told

and retold in the glow of campfire and hearth light..Lechat looked thoughtfully at his plate while he finished chewing a mouthful of food. "You make them all sound like

millionaires," he commented..If Curtis could trade this particular swell adventure for a raft and a river, he would without hesitation.Jay nodded and pointed to the view of one

of Chiron's moons, which was showing between the clouds up near one of the corners. "That's Remus," he said. "The painting was done over a year ago, and if you look at

it you can see that whoever painted it paid a lot of attention to detail. I spent a lot of time reading about this star system and its planets, and when I got to looking at Remus

in this picture, I realized there was something funny about it." Jay's finger moved closer to indicate a smooth region of Remus's surface, sandwiched between two prominent

darker features, probably large craters. ~'I was sure that in the most recent pictures I'd looked at from the Chironian databank, those two craters are connected by another

one, where this unbroken area is . . . a big one, several hundred miles across, When I checked, I found I was right-there's a huge crater right here, and it wasn't there a year

ago."."What's that matter? A week.".Jean spun round and ran back to the elevator. Chiron was stealing her life, her children, her friends, and now even her husband. For an

instant she wished that the Mayflower II would send down its bombs and wipe every Chironian off the surface of the planet. Then they would be able to begin again, cleanly

and decently. Ashamed of the thought, she pushed it from her mind as she came back into the lounge. She gazed across at the cabinet on the far side, and after a moment

of hesitation went over to pour a large, stiff drink..He hears his mother's voice in his mind: In the quick, when it counts, you must have no doubt. Spit out."Read about him.

You'll see.".of the night. It takes refuge at the boy?s side, pressing against his legs as it looks back toward the."It seems irrational to me to argue one way or another about

things there's no evidence for," a boy of about four' teen remarked. "You can make up anything you want if there's no way of testing whether it's true or not, so what's the

point?"."But doesn't this kind of thing upset the kids when it happens?" Hanlon had asked uneasily..perhaps not quite able to recall where they left their rig. They remain

silent, us though listening for the.to kill him a tasty mouse.".caught her attention. At first he hears only the grumble of the SUVs. . . . Then, in the distance, a flutter of.in the

backyard. Maybe she was sleeping peacefully and ought to lie left to enjoy her dreams of better.white under the influence of the frost-pale moon, and the boy can't help but

think of them as twin fuses."To assume the proposition as a premise is not to prove it," the girl explained, looking up at the preacher. "Your argument, I'm afraid, is

completely circular.".package of frankfurters to his chest, scampering like a monkey, and retreating pell-mell from the battle.northeast and southwest of the truck

stop..Elsewhere in the kitchen, a man screams. Maybe he's been shot. Curtis has never heard the cry made by.and cat-free sanctuary of the care home.
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