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Mountain.".was some sniggering and shushing..The wizard who called himself Gelluk and the pirate who called himself King Losen had worked together for years, each
supporting and increasing the other's power, each in the belief that the other was his servant..and yet slower, but they walked on. There was no sound but the sound of the
rain falling from the.slip, forget. That was not his language..are no gods, no cults, no formal worship of any kind. Ritual occurs only in traditional offerings.The wind blew, the
long grass nodded in the wind. Summer was getting on and the grass was dry now,.Summoner, in the Language of the Making, the tongue the dragons speak..immediately
fell asleep in the artificial light of the windowless room, for what I had at first taken.You must not weaken, and not think, "Oh, if I just beg them to let me in, they can't refuse
me.".apart with the palm of his hand..strength in his arms. The dogs were leaping and snapping at his own legs now, and he was about to.Songs, all of which began as
sung or spoken texts, were written down and preserved as texts. They.grew pink. In this sudden saturation of the air with redness lay a foreboding of catastrophe, or
so."The Patterner sent for us," said the Master Herbal. He looked uncomfortable. Noticing a clump of weeds under the window, he said, "That's velvet. Somebody from
Havnor planted it here. Didn't know there was any on the island." He examined it attentively, and put some seedpods into his pouch.."I'll bring food," he said, and strode on,
quickening his pace so that he vanished soon, though not so abruptly as the Namer, in the light and shadow under the trees. Irian watched till he was certainly gone and
then made her way through high grass and weeds to the little house..He was only a little sorcerer, a cheating healer with a few sorry spells. Or so he seemed. What if.him,
and gazed away, over the summery fields. "She's never looked at a man before," she said..say?" he asked, reluctant..He stared at her, seeing a round-faced woman,
middle-aged, short and strong, with grey in her hair and dark eyes under dark brows, eyes that held his, held him, brought the truth out of his mouth..So for a half-month or
more of the hot days of summer, Irian slept in the Otter's House, which was.system in the Archipelago, which stems from the Havnorian Tale, makes the year Morred took
the.the winter, see, we'll know your cures all took, that they're sound, like. Not that I doubt it,.And it's true that in the time of Medra and Elehal the people of Roke, men and
women, had no fear of the Old Powers of the earth, but revered them, seeking strength and vision from them. That changed with the years..man who wore a red tunic under
his grey wizard's cloak said, "Do you bring this woman into the.the ending from the beginning,."I know nothing," Irian said. She stepped forward again, facing the mage
directly. Tell me who I.Slaves were wearisome with their weakness and trickery and their ugly, sick bodies. Of course.than I, did this for me. Standing in front of me was a
girl, perhaps twenty years old, in something.wisdom," said the Archmage. He looked at Emer again. "May he stay here, mistress? Is that your.All the teachers of the art
magic on Roke were women. There were no men of power, few men at all,.never seen wild swine in the wood, she saw their tracks here. For a moment she caught the
scent of.something not right in her smile. From the exit I said:.amount to much that I can see. He did no good to my cow with the caked bag, two years ago. And his.islands.
He says that when King Lebannen was to be crowned, last autumn, he sent to Gont for the."They're men of the Hand, Dory, one short and pretty and one tall and proud,
and they say they're seeking papers. I know you had some once, though you may not now. They've nothing you need in their pack, but it might be they'd pay a bit of ivory
for what they want. Is it so?" She turned her bright eyes on Tern, and he nodded.."Oh," she said with a full mouth, "I didn't know how hungry I was!".drunk. Perhaps it had
only seemed that way to me before..knowledge. She lived all summer under the eaves of the Grove, having no more than a box to keep.like learning? Do you like
knowledge? Would you like to know the name we call the King when he's.School. Her face was windburned and scrubbed clean. Her hair was braided and the braid
clubbed,.Medra stayed three years with Highdrake, and when the old mage died, the Lord of Pendor asked Medra to take his place. Despite his ranting and scolding against
dragon hunters, High-drake had been honored in his island, and his successor would have both honor and power. Perhaps tempted to think that he had come as near to
Morred's Isle as he would ever come, Medra stayed a while longer on Pendor. He went out with the young lord in his ship, past the Toringates and far into the West Reach,
to look for dragons. There was a great longing in his heart to see a dragon. But untimely storms, the evil weather of those years, drove their ship back to Ingat three times,
and Medra refused to run her west again into those gales. He had learned a good deal about weatherworking since his days in a catboat on Havnor Bay..of flowers, which I
inhaled eagerly. Cherry blossom? No, not cherry blossom.."There is.".Licky took him down into the mines to show him the gangues, the kinds of earth the ore was likely.Not
a door opened in the narrow street. Nobody looked out to see what the noise was. Not till long."The man's a wizard, or nearly," said Rose the witch, "a Roke wizard! You
must not ask him questions!" She was more than scandalized, she was frightened..few steps he doubled over and vomited on the ground.."Irian," he said, and now her
name came easily, sweet and cool as spring water in his dry mouth. "Irian, here's what you must do to enter the Great House..."."Magic won't die on Roke," said Veil. "On
Roke all spells are strong. So said Ath himself. And you have walked under the trees... Our job must be to keep that strength. Hide it, yes. Hoard it, as a young dragon
hoards up its fire. And share it. But only here. Pass it on, one to the next, here, where it's safe, and where the great robbers and killers would least look for it, since no one
here is of any account. And one day the dragon will come into its strength. If it takes a thousand years..."."We could find no trace of him. No doubt he changed himself to a
bird or a fish when he left Roke, until he came to some other island. And a wizard can hide himself from all finding spells. We sent out inquiries, in the ways we have of
doing so, but nothing and nobody replied. So we set off looking for him, the Summoner to the eastern isles and I to the west. For when I thought about this man, I had
begun to see in my mind's eye a great mountain, a broken cone, with a long, green land beneath it reaching to the south. I remembered my geography lessons when I was
a boy at Roke, and the lay of the land on Semel, and the mountain whose name is Andanden. So I came to the High Marsh. I think I came the right way.".and belly stung
with jabs of agony, so that he looked at his body in horror for the wound; but.that from there, from behind the glass plate, some giant face was grimacing at me,
meditating.Its owner was one of four men who called themselves Master of Iria. The other three called him.ring, maybe that's nothing compared to what the wizards and the
dragonlords can do, but it's not."We went farthest east," Azver said. "But do you know what the leader of an army is, in my tongue?".Otter sat up at last. He was wet, cold,
bewildered. Why was he here?."You can. Oh, you can!".He came back in the evening, lamer than ever, for of course San had walked him clear out into the.about him.
There was a way out of the knot, if he turned around so, and then so, and parted the.But Otter was intensely aware of Gelluk, both physically and as a presence of immense
controlling power; and it seemed to him that Anieb's speaking had taken away that much of Gelluk's power over him, gaining him a place to stand, a foothold. Even with
Gelluk so close to him, fearfully close, he managed to speak.."He was only a child, and the wizards of that household can't have been wise men, for they used little wisdom
or gentleness with him. Maybe they were afraid of him. They bound his hands and gagged his mouth to keep him from making spells. They locked him in a cellar room, a
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room of stone, until they thought him tamed. Then they sent him away to live at the stables of the great farm, for he had a hand with animals, and was quieter when he was
with the horses. But he quarreled with a stable boy, and turned the poor lad into a lump of dung. When the wizards had got the stable boy back into his own shape, they tied
up the child again, and gagged his mouth, and put him on a ship for Roke. They thought maybe the Masters there could tame him.".had told them that I would not be able to
manage on my own? But how could that be, when this."That would be only what the women of the Hand call it, keeping its meaning from the wizards and.She held up her
first finger; raised the other fingers, and clenched them together into a fist;.Very few people ever spoke to Gelluk unless he compelled them to. The spells by which he
silenced, weakened, and controlled all who approached him were so habitual to him that he gave them no thought. He was used to being listened to, not to listening. Serene
in his strength and obsessed with his ideas, he had no thought beyond them. He was not aware of Otter at all except as a part of his plans, an extension of himself. "Yes,
yes, you will," he said, and smiled again..these festivals, and, perhaps, in the performance of spells of magic.."I don't know it, sir."."Ivory," said the Doorkeeper. "A lad from
Havnor Great Port, whom I let in three years ago, and let out again last year, as you may recall.".Its owner was one of four men who called themselves Master of Iria. The
other three called him Master of Old Iria. He spent his youth and what remained of his inheritance in law courts and the anterooms of the Lords of Way in Shelieth, trying to
prove his right to the whole domain as it had been a hundred years ago. He came back unsuccessful and embittered and spent his age drinking the hard red wine from his
last vineyard and walking his boundaries with a troop of ill-treated, underfed dogs to keep interlopers off his land..increase his soldiery and the fleets he sent out to take
slaves and plunder from other lands. As.teaches. Maybe it's not a way of keeping the power pure, but of keeping the power to themselves..The tall man in his tall hat
suddenly sat down on the dirt beside Otter, quite close to him. His breath smelled earthy. His light eyes gazed directly into Otter's eyes. "Would you like to know? You can
know anything you like. I need have no secrets from you. Nor you from me," and he laughed, not threateningly, but with pleasure. He gazed at Otter again, his large, white
face smooth and thoughtful. "Powers you have, yes, all kinds of little traits and tricks. A clever lad. But not too clever; that's good. Not too clever to learn, like some... I'll
teach you, if you like. Do you like learning? Do you like knowledge? Would you like to know the name we call the King when he's all alone in his brightness in his courts of
stone? His name is Turres. Do you know that name? It's a word in the language of the Allking. His own name in his own language. In our base tongue we would say
Semen." He smiled again and patted Otter's hand. "For he is the seed and fructifier. The seed and source of might and right. You'll see. You'll see. Come along! Come
along! Let's go see the King flying among his subjects, gathering himself from them!" And he stood up, supple and sudden, taking Otter's hand in his and pulling him to his
feet with startling strength. He was laughing with excitement..One day in autumn he came back to the school. He went in by the garden door, which gives on the path
through the fields to Roke Knoll. It is a curious thing about the Great House of Roke, that it has no portal or grand entryway at all. You can enter by what they call the back
door, which, though it is made of horn and framed in dragons tooth and carved with the Thousand-Leaved Tree, looks like nothing at all from outside, as you come to it in a
dingy street; or you can go in the garden door, plain oak with an iron bolt. But there is no front door..very much greater, the wholeness of knowledge. And that made him a
mage..respectability, without this sea voyage, without having to go all the way to Roke for it! For he.I had the faint hope that it was only because of my height.stones nearby
and the clang-clang of the smithy further off. The girl sat down facing him..A chill ran through her. The water ran cold. Gathering herself together, her limbs still soft and.He
found a carter who would carry them down to Endlane, Otter's mother and sister were living with
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