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Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..Conclusion.There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this
fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and
full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral
instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban xi.So she arose and
making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings
sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom
God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place
pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she
answered, 'l have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not
else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and

they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he

My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor bestowed largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he abode,
leaving him not night or day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate, Creator of heaven and earth and land
and sea, to whom belongeth glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed
[the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his
heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and
questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was
on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No
harm upon thee." Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..?
? ? ? ? For indeed | am mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas | will cease from mourning, will | or nill..? ? ? ? ? | crave none other than thou
for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true and trusty still..But she said, ‘'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all
that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'l will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do
thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse,
'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'l have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to
thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and
fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii. Then he folded the letter and committed it to the nurse and gave her five
hundred dinars, saying, "Accept this from me, for that indeed thou hast wearied thyself between us." "By Allah, O my lord," answered she, "my desire is to bring about union
between you, though | lose that which my right hand possesseth." And he said, "May God the Most High requite thee with good!" Then she carried the letter to Mariyeh and
said to her, "Take this letter; belike it may be the end of the correspondence.” So she took it and breaking it open, read it, and when she had made an end of it, she turned
to the nurse and said to her, "This fellow putteth off lies upon me and avoucheth unto me that he hath cities and horsemen and footmen at his command and submitting to
his allegiance; and he seeketh of me that which he shall not obtain; for thou knowest, O nurse, that kings' sons have sought me in marriage, with presents and rarities; but |
have paid no heed unto aught of this; so how shall | accept of this fellow, who is the fool (90) of his time and possesseth nought but two caskets of rubies, which he gave to
my father, and indeed he hath taken up his abode in the house of El Ghitrif and abideth without silver or gold? Wherefore, | conjure thee by Allah, O nurse, return to him and
cut off his hope of me.".? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..| was one
day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest
and handsomest of them. When | saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till | came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my
lord, (God favour thee!) | saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah,"
answered |, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that
wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, | feel the like of that which thou feelest; so
that meseemeth | have known thee from childhood.".Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!" And they did him suit and service and gave
him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and
overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished
this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of
his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him
to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..After that | tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and
changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So | questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath
been empty these many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So | turned back,
confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] | inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed |

marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.""Woman (The Old) and the
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Draper's Wife, ii. 55..Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they
brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him,
'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O
Abou Sabir, | see thee not come forth of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!" And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and
spoke not, but bore with patience that which betided him..39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their
beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them,
"What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him,
"O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh
the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but
he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.WOMEN'S CRAFT..It chances

whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while | wear the bonds of life nor when of death

and presently | espied a closet beside me; so | looked into it and my friend said to me, 'What seest thou?' Quoth I, 'l see therein good galore and bodies of murdered folk.
Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!" And we fell a-weeping, | and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in upon us, by the door at which we had
entered, four naked men, with girdles of leather about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew him, whereupon
the other three fell all upon him. | seized the opportunity to escape, what while they were occupied with him, and espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found myself
in an underground chamber, without window or other issue. So | gave myself up for lost and said, 'There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the
Supreme!' Then | looked to the top of the vault and saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so | clambered up for dear life, till | reached the lunettes, and | distracted [for fear]. |
made shift to break the glass and scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So | bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast
myself down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that | reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me and | acquainted them with my story..? ? ?
? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.The young man marvelled at his story and lay the
night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which
had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored
them unto him and requited him with a kihngdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".110. King Shah
Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an
exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier
is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou
deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently,
[dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.? ? ?
? ? When from your land the breeze | scent that cometh, as | were A reveller bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in
the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of
rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be
visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of
their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..As for that which
hath befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all they were greater of puissance than thou, yea, and
mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If | would, | could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that whereof | could not make an end all my
life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that | have passed before thee, | have told thee [many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their
craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like thee, O king, | will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the
perfidy of their women and of the calamities which overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "“Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered
Shehrzad."It hath been told me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his
beard and spreading a veil over him, cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came EI Merouzi, for the division of the
money, and hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a cheat on me,
so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his gown and uncovered his head, weeping
and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!" And he went in to the men, who rose and condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her,
'How came his death about?' 'l know not," answered she, 'except that, when | arose in the morning, | found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good
that was with her, but she said, 'l have no knowledge of this and no tidings..16. The Fox and the Crow cl.When | awoke and opened my eyes, | found myself [in the open
air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that | was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so
I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue | knew not, whilst | deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, | was like to fly and my reason
refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and | recited, saying:.The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to

him, 'O Ishac, who is yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us
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slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could not fairly sell her till he had
shown her to me." ‘Let us go to him,’ said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac
answered, ‘Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went on before them and they followed in his track till they came to the
slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence, with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting
upon the benches..The Eighth Day..It is said that, when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him,
as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah,
(43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to Omar,
said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows
go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have | to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and
preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47)
praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!"™ "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi
said, "Yes." "Then repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el
Milah, | went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy favour and would
fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was
like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three days past | have eaten not nor drunken, and | beseech thee, O my lord,
by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".When the old man heard her words and that wherewith
she menaced him, he arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh,
how cometh it that | see thee strait of breast? Moreover, | hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as | use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel
who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would fain drink wine in my house, but |
forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed | am bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered
the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and | fear lest some mishap betide
her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs wrath.” "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth
the old man, "[I conjure thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew

and going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" "I got

of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..0n this wise she abode a great while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the
door of her chamber and straining him to her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and seeing her
embracing the youth, abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back,
trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he, 'what matter is graver than
that which | see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'l see that yonder youth, who came with the eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of
Shah Khatoun; for that | passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching; [and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed
him on his cheek.".Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came
up to them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and
displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that she
was even as saith of her one of her describers:.When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he
was not assured; so he comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging..? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might
himself on any wise resign..? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of
him neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him,
abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to

receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a

company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh
herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that which had befallen her and weeping for that she was
doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named, and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the
mortals that be therein!" As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, "Yonder sits Tuhfeh.
May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking;
whereupon quoth Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and | conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to them, so |
may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'l may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the folk brought out wine and drank,

what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following verses:.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed girls
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and boys of Paradise.".He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon El
Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and carry it to the water." Aamir
answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water,
after which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, | conjure thee by God
the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" EI Abbas looked at him and made answer with the following verses:.So | arose and gathering wood and planks from
the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'l will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the
mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place where | may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else | shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished."
Then | collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds
somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then | launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in God
the Most High and committed myself to the stream..At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the
fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.There was once a man who was exceeding
cautious over himself, and he set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the
warders refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix upon a
place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might lie..Awhile after this a friend of
mine invited me to his house and when | came to him, we ate and drank and talked. Then said he to me, 'O my friend, hath there befallen thee in thy life aught of calamity?'
‘Nay," answered I; 'but tell me [first], hath there befallen thee aught?' ['Yes,] answered he. 'Know that one day | espied a fair woman; so | followed her and invited her [to
come home with me]. Quoth she, "I will not enter any one's house; but come thou to my house, if thou wilt, and be it on such a day." Accordingly, on the appointed day, her
messenger came to me, purposing to carry me to her; so | arose and went with him, till we came to a handsome house and a great door. He opened the door and | entered,
whereupon he locked the door [behind me] and would have gone in, but | feared with an exceeding fear and foregoing him to the second door, whereby he would have had
me enter, locked it and cried out at him, saying, "By Allah, an thou open not to me, | will kill thee; for I am none of those whom thou canst cozen!" Quoth he, "What deemest
thou of cozenage?" And | said, "Verily, | am affrighted at the loneliness of the house and the lack of any at the door thereof; for | see none appear.” "O my lord," answered
he, "this is a privy door." "Privy or public," answered I, "open to me.".David and Solomon, i. 275..? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered
white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the
lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they,
"[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not
ashamed? How shall | bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ['"By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of
God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and
show us the contract.” And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and
fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's
next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the
contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to
him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..So they
wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him;
after which the folk dispersed, but EI Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, '‘Come, let us
go to the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' ‘By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'l will not budge hence till | have slept and waked by this
tomb ten days, with their nights!" When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself,
‘This fellow dissembleth: if | go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.".Issues
of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xI.?THE SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..The Third Day..Then said she to him, "O chief of
the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation," and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth
the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops and do
justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look
into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the
knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!)
whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been
worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).0One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold
before her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh
bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were | not of the number of the upstarts, |
had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the
Commander of the Faithful, | knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, | had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her,

'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on
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this wise, and | am not content to be as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and | am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come
to me, though it be but once a month, that | may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.'
'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. '‘By Allah, O my lady, | would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be

comforted, for that | am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her

Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its
margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man
who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was
beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance
and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make
default in the condition aforesaid]..At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178)
and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that | was with a company and they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But | returned him no
answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and | ate a single mouthful and went out, running, so haply | might overtake that which had escaped me. (179)
When | came to the palace, | saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as
they were moons. So | enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest]
crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When | heard this, | prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with good,
O my friend!" For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, | had been crucified with these men, wherefore praise be to God!.NOUREDDIN
ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.WP="BR1">.47. El Melik en Nasir and
the three Masters of Police cccxliii.Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxvi.Then he went to fetch that which
he had hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be sorrowful?' And he answered,
‘Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so | took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast paid me my due and | went to bring back to thee that
which | had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had stolen it.' The old man was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant,
‘There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! | had given thee this, but, of the sorriness of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self!
Thou deemedst | would not acquit thee thy wage; but, by Allah, nevermore will | give thee aught." And he drove him away from him..When the appointed day arrived, the
chief of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated
himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst them and their hearts were
gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch,
by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, | will acquaint you with an extraordinary
affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted
to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and
this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, |
yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs must | enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'l
cannot do that whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.’ And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king

went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place.
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